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Dear My, oo

he General Accounting O0 5 ice (GAOY) Fraud Task Foroeo lHol-
line wvecent ly received two allegations concerning the use ol
Lree wickets recodvod by Pedoral auployees as a resull of
Government travel with certain airiines. These alleyalbions ave
ol particular interest in Light oi the current proisobional cae-
pPaiyns being conducted by a nunber of U,S. carriers Lo by e
creane business.  These prouotions consist of Free Gickols
carned oun the basis of Lhe number or nites flown ow on the -
ber of round trip tichkets purchasced regavdless ol the mlledge,

A Complroller General decision {3-199656, datoed July 19,
L9gl), which is enclosaed, states in Parvk:

"It is a fundamental rule of law that a IPfedeval

crployee is obligated Lo account fop any yitt, gratui-

ty, or benefit received fron private scurces incident

Lo the performance of official duty, and thevefore an

employee may not retain any "hall-fave coupon,” “"bonus

point," or similar item of value received from a com-

nercial air cavvier on the basis of the purchase of an

airline ticket to be used for official travel,”

L} .

Based on a preliminary lnquiry, it has become apparent that
this decision has not been widely publicized recently and thus
all agencies and cuployees may not be avare of this policy,
especially as it welates to bonusg points, It vould appear to.be
in the best intereslt of the Federal Governnenlt Lo wmake all aguon--
cles avare that any free tickets obtained through official Gov-
criment Lravel are -property of the Foderal Governumenlt and notk
the individual,

Ve also believe it may be advantageous Lo puirsue negotia-
tions with the airlines to produce a systenm Jor aduiinistering
vreditys yiven by Lhe airlines allowving vhe Fedeval Government 1o
obtain the greatest benelits.
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